A M AZO N RAINF ORE S T E XT E N S I ON
ABOUT THE CHALLENGE
The Amazon rainforest is legendary throughout the world as an ecosystem rich in vegetation, wildlife and indigenous
culture, and one which is currently under constant threat from mankind.
The River Amazon’s source is in Peru, and the river carries around 20% of the world’s fresh water. The rainforest covers
almost half of Peru and extends into 9 other South American countries. It contains approximately 50,000 species of
higher plants – a staggering twenty percent of the world’s total. The tree canopy is so dense that almost no sunlight
penetrates to the forest floor and there is very little undergrowth. Animal and bird life is incredibly rich, including
colourful macaws and toucans, several species of monkey and the rare tapir, jaguar and Andean spectacled bear. Giant
otters, caimans, capybara and piranha live in the many waterways.
This is your chance to experience the amazing diversity of flora and fauna set in part of the most famous and aweinspiring rainforest in the world! We travel by plane and then river boat to our lodge on the banks of the Tambopata River,
and explore the trails and waterways on foot and by boat. This isn’t a luxury experience, but it’s an unforgettable
adventure in a unique and threatened world.

www.discoveradventure.com

Tel: +44 (0) 1722 718444

PAGE 2

• 5 DAYS
Day 1: Cuzco – Puerto Maldonado – Rainforest Lodge
(main group departs Cuzco)
Short morning flight to Puerto Maldonado. Founded at the turn of the century, Puerto Maldonado is known for its logging,
rubber, coffee and brazil nut industries, and also as a centre for gold and oil prospectors. You will be met at the airport by
one of the Lodge guides, and transported upriver by motorised canoe (approx 3 hours). Lunch is provided on-board and
you can sit back on cushioned seats and relax, watching the vegetation change from colonised deforested areas to virgin
rainforest. You will pass through the National Park checkpoint and pay the entrance fee to the reserve (not included,
ensure you have some cash – you will also need your passports).
On arrival you’ll meet the staff at the Lodge, and can have a drink and settle in. Depending on arrival time, there will be a
short walk into the forest either before or after dinner. The trail is dominated by giant brazil nut and dipteryx trees and a
variety of wildlife has been seen here, despite its close proximity to the Lodge.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner provided. Lodge accommodation.

Day 2: River Trip Condenado Lake
An early start takes you to the lake system of Condenado, which you will explore on foot and by motorised canoe. Rich in
bird and aquatic life, a family of giant otters have been seen in the vicinity, and birds abound. There is no shade out on the
water so bring hat, sunglasses and suntan cream. You then return to the Lodge for lunch. The afternoon is free for
exploring the forest
around the Lodge, or relaxing and bathing in the cool stream beside the Lodge. In the evening a motorised canoe takes
you searching for caimen and other nocturnal animals along the Tambopata River.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner provided. Lodge accommodation

Day 3: River Trip Sachavacayoc Lake
After an early breakfast a short boat ride takes you downriver to the head of the trail to Lake Sachavacayoc (Tapir Lake)
which you’ll reach after approx 3 hours of trekking. The trail crosses streams and swampy ground and passes giant
lapuna trees on its way to the spectacular hidden lake. You then explore the lake and its shores on canoes – a great way
to spot wildlife. In the lake itself elusive black caimen and giant otters are occasionally spotted. After a picnic lunch you
walk back to the river and return to the Lodge, where you’re free to relax.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner provided. Lodge accommodation

Day 4: Rainforest Lodge – Puerto Maldonado – Lima; Flight departs
A dawn start is usually required for the canoe trip back to Puerto Maldonado; the views of the sunrise over the river make
it well worth the early start on clear mornings. Wildlife is particularly active at this time, and you are quite likely to hear
howler monkeys as they stake out their territories. Back at the airport in Puerto Maldonado, you fly to Lima and connect
to your international flight home.

Breakfast provided. Provide own lunch and dinner. Hotel accommodation.
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Day 5: Arrive UK
Land back in the UK.

Please note that circumstances can occur where we are unable to operate this extension exactly as described above.
We reserve the right to change the itinerary or use alternative accommodation when conditions dictate. Alternative
accommodation is of a very similar standard, offering similar facilities and activities as described in the itinerary, in
the same area of the Peruvian Amazon. You will be notified of any changes in advance where possible, but we ask you
to understand that, due to the remote location and the logistics involved, this is not always possible.

Important Information
Extension requires a minimum of 2 people to operate.
What's included?
- Flight from Cuzco to Puerto Maldonado and locally-paid internal flight tax
- Airport transfer to Cuzco airport
- Transfers between Puerto Maldonado airport and Lodge
- Accommodation at Tambopata Ecolodge with private facilities; twin or occasionally triple share
- Meals as indicated in itinerary
- Activities as detailed in itinerary
- English-speaking rainforest guide
What's not included?
- Entrance fee to Rainforest Reserve (allow $25 – paid at checkpoint Day 1)
- Meals (dinner & lunch) as indicated
- Personal spending, drinks, etc
- Tip for rainforest guide and lodge staff

logo aito
Discover Adventure reserves the right to change the route or itinerary for safety reasons should local conditions dictate.
Please note: This document was downloaded on 22 May 2019, and the challenge is subject to change.
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